Two unaltered cats

and their offspring can
produce dozens of cats
within a few months.
Please, never just feed
feral cats—doing so
contributes to the
overpopulation crisis
and forces shelters to
kill homeless animals.
Remember that in the
eyes of the law, when you
feed cats, you “own’’ them,

and when you “own’’ them,

you are responsible for providing them with food,
water, shelter; sterilization, medical care, and euthanasia
to prevent suffering.

They are domestic cats, just like the ones who share your
home. Despite their wild and independent appearance, feral
cats rely on kind people to provide them with basics like
food and water, to keep them safe, and to make responsible
choices for them. Altering feral cats spares future generations
from the perils of outdoor life, but in most
cases, it does
not improve
the quality of
life for those
who are already
struggling to live
on the streets.
Throughout the
year, they endure
extreme weather
conditions, and in

the winter; shelters and
animal hospitals routinely
see injured and dying cats
whose bodies were cut
by fans when they tried
to seek warmth inside
automobile engines.

The life expectancy
of a feral cat is less
than five years, and
many die even
younger. Minor cuts
and puncture wounds can easily turn
into raging infections, and parasites, such as worms and fleas,
often lead to anemia from blood loss. As soon as you notice
that your own animal companions are suffering from worms,
ear infections, urinary tract infections, or other illnesses, you
rush them to a veterinarian for treatment, but most feral cats
do not receive veterinary care for their painful injuries and
ailments because they have
no one to closely watch and
tend to them. Free-roaming
dogs and even wild animals
attack, injure, and kill feral
cats, and cruel people who
consider cats to be a
“nuisance” shoot, poison, and
throw things at unattended
cats. If the cats you feed are
considered to
be a nuisance by
anyone and are
not welcomed
by all members
of your
community, they
are in danger.
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SN In Melbourne, Fla., a man was charged for the
S8 A Benton,Ark., man ! " shooting death of a female cat. “The wound was
° was convicted of : i right through the ribs,” the colony caretaker told
cruelty to animals for ] | Florida Today. Sixteen other cats were missing, and
firing a pellet gun at : g two were found dead. The cats were all altered, Humanely capture and surrender the cats to a
three feral kittens, ; and the killing came as the local shelter was reputable shelter. Euthanasia that is performed by
ir.lelJring all three and ; preparing to launch a program to trap, alter; caring, skilled professionals at a shelter may be the only
killing one. ] release, and monitor the animals. way to ensure that feral cats have a peaceful release
from an uncaring, dangerous world that is likely to doom
them to short lives and traumatic deaths.

Humanely capture
kittens and social adults,
alter them, and place
them in permanent,
carefully screened
homes. A word of
caution: Truly feral

cats suffer severe
emotional distress
when they are forced
to become animal
companions. Many
such cats have spent
their entire lives hiding
behind radiators and refrigerators or under beds,
creeping out only to eat and drink when the coast is
clear. Forcing these cats to live as animal companions is
sometimes just as cruel as leaving them to face the
dangers of outdoor life, so adoption is only an option for
kittens and adults who are already socialized. (Please read
PETA’s brochure “Finding the Right Home for Your
Companion Animal” for information on screening
potential adopters.)

In Fall River, Mass., the caretaker of a feral cat colony
lost more than 14 cats in just a few months. “It’s like
there’s a bounty out on them,” she told the local paper
in October 2003."“Nine got hit by cars in one week,”
and “[cJountless cats have been poisoned.” The caretaker
found a kitten whose skull had been bashed in, an adult
cat who appeared to have been beaten to death, and, in
a nearby yard, cat bones and a piece of cord.
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S In Fitchburg, Wis., a state fish- P = i embedded 3 inches into the leg
0' hatchery employee was charged / | . of one of the colony cats on

with animal mistreatment for o TF campus. “It was obvious to me
beating a feral cat to death with ’ : ] ! that this projectile had been fired
an aluminum bar. Prosecutors later o a 1 from some sort of gun,” the
dropped the charges after 3 5 L professor told the Honolulu Star-
determining that the man, who had : | Bulletin. Campus officials stated
been bitten by the cat as he tried \ R ; that this incident was "“not the
to capture the animal, “reasonably” R ) el Ty first time someone [had] done
believed that he was at risk of L q mean things to campus cats.”
contracting rabies from the cat.
Become a model caretaker for a feral cat colony.
» . . Maintaining a feral cat colony requires time, patience,
The dOg pleed him resources, and years of commitment. There are no
up ... shook him with holidays for feral cat caretakers—the cats need care
great vigor until he 365 days a year: If you decide to take on the
broke his back, and responsibility, you will need to trap the cats, have them
then dropped him. vaccinated and altered, provide them with safe housing,
SN All animals can feel pain, This was all in a and monitor them for life. You will also need to get the
matter of seconds.” consent and understanding of your neighbors and/or
landlord and the services of a cooperative and skilled
veterinarian.

and all animals can suffer
Feral cats terrorize and kill wild birds and other animals.
Feral cats are non-native predators who disrupt
ecosystems. Many of their victims are native songbirds
and mammals whose populations are already stressed
by habitat loss and other factors. Cats can also hurt
native predators by competing with them for prey.




